Santa Visit Guidelines
Timing is flexible — Santa’s visit will depend on: 1. How many children will be meeting him 2. What fun activities are planned 3. How interactive the children are

1. Number of children
A typical visit involves: - A warm hello with Santa (during a “wish list” visit) - A chat about what the child hopes for this year - A photo moment
We expect each child’s “wish list” visit to last at least 90 seconds (1½ minutes) so they can fully enjoy the moment. If there are many children, or some are shy and need extra encouragement, the time will naturally extend.
Example: If you have 5 children at 1½ minutes each = about 7½ minutes total. Then add Santa’s grand entrance, welcome gathering, settling into his chair, maybe a sing‑along — what seemed small can easily reach 15 minutes or more.

2. Activities included
A “standard” Santa visit will usually include: - A pre‑visit meeting with the event host so Santa can review anything extra (and optionally receive gifts to carry in his bag) - Santa’s grand entrance at the event - A short welcome meet‑and‑greet with the whole group - Santa seated in place for wish list visits - A quick Christmas carol (like “Jingle Bells”) - Wish list visits with each child - Any requested family photos after the wish list visits - Santa’s exit from the event
Optional extras (which will add time): - Reading “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” - Additional songs - Other special photo setups - Unique requests
More activities = more time needed for Santa to complete everything.

3. Guest interactivity
If the children and guests engage actively with Santa, the visit will generally last longer. Santa will always keep an eye on the clock, and do his best to complete what’s asked within the scheduled time.

4. Visit Time Windows & Recommended Child Counts
	Time Window
	Max Recommended # of Wish List Visits
	Best For

	Up to 15 minutes
	6
	A small group (1–6 children). Some activities may be skipped depending on engagement.

	Up to 20 minutes
	8
	4–8 children. Some extras may still need trimming.

	Up to 30 minutes
	12
	8–12 children. If more (up to 15), extras should be omitted to stay on time.

	Up to 45 minutes
	18
	12–18 children with a few added photos or fun elements.

	Up to 60 minutes
	24
	18–24 children. This allows for full wish list visits, extra photo time, maybe storytime or extra songs.



Key Takeaways for Your Event
· Choose a time window that fits your group size and planned activities.
· The more children and extras you include, the more time Santa will need.
· Make sure Santa has a comfortable, dedicated spot for the wish list visits and photos.
· Encourage guests (especially children) to engage — a little interaction adds to the magic, but may lengthen the visit.
· Plan extras (song, story, special photo setups) only if your time window allows for it.
